Background. Our aim was to compare clinical, laboratory and radiological features of spontaneous spondylodiscitis secondary to tuberculosis and brucellosis.
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Methods. A retrospective study which included 86 patients diagnosed as spondylodiscitis with confirmed aetiology between 1995 and 2012. Of these patients, 56 (65.1%) had tuberculous spondylodiscitis (TS) and 30 (34.9%) had brucellar spondylodiscitis (BS).
Results. The clinical, laboratory and radiological features of TS and BS were summarized in the Conclusion. There are significant clinical, biological and radiological differences between TS and BS. These differences allow a presumptive aetiological diagnosis while awaiting a definite microbiological confirmation.
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